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Purposeful, Playful, Powerful - Our Early Years Vision 

& Philosophy 
 

Where curiosity grows and every child belongs. 
 
At Christ Church CofE Primary School & Nursery, we believe childhood should be joyful, 

purposeful and full of wonder. We believe that every child deserves to feel safe, valued 

and deeply connected to the people and world around them. Our Early Years is a place 

where every child is known, every voice is heard and every family is welcomed. 

 

We believe that belonging comes before learning. When children feel secure, 

understood and loved, they find the confidence to explore, the courage to take risks and 

the resilience to persevere. We want every child to leave each day with stories to tell, 

questions to ask and excitement for the adventures that tomorrow will bring. 

 

As a Church of England school, we are here to serve our whole community. Guided by 

God's love, we strive to create an environment where every child and every family feels 

welcomed, valued and able to flourish. Our Christian vision is lived out through everyday 

acts of kindness, compassion, respect and service, creating a culture where children 

develop a strong sense of belonging while learning to value, celebrate and learn from 

the diversity of the world around them. We encourage children to grow in confidence 

and character, recognising both their own unique value and the value of others, so that 

they are equipped to contribute positively to their community and the wider world. 

 

We believe that play is the most powerful way young children learn. Through carefully 

designed environments, meaningful experiences and rich opportunities for exploration, 

children are encouraged to wonder, imagine, create, investigate and discover. We believe 

play deserves expert teaching. Our role is to listen carefully, notice deeply, ask 

thoughtful questions and gently extend children's ideas, knowing when to guide, when 

to challenge and when to step back so that curiosity can flourish. 



 

Stories, language and conversation are at the heart of every day. We nurture a love of 

books because they open doors to imagination, understanding and possibility. We 

celebrate children's ideas, encourage them to express themselves with confidence and 

create countless opportunities for meaningful talk, knowing that language is the 

foundation upon which all future learning is built. 

 

Our classrooms extend beyond four walls. Indoors and outdoors, children are inspired to 

explore, investigate and connect with the natural world in every season. Through 

outdoor learning and Forest School experiences, children develop confidence, resilience 

and a sense of responsibility for the world around them, discovering that some of life's 

greatest learning happens with muddy hands, curious minds and open hearts. 

 

Relationships shape everything we do. We invest time in truly knowing every 

child—their interests, personalities, strengths and dreams—because every child 

deserves to feel seen, heard and understood. We work in partnership with families, 

celebrating successes together, navigating challenges together and laying the 

foundations for a lifelong love of learning together. 

 

By the time children leave Reception, we hope they are curious, compassionate and 

confident. We hope they are independent enough to try, resilient enough to keep going 

and kind enough to care for others. We hope they have discovered the joy of stories, the 

excitement of asking questions and the satisfaction of solving problems. Above all, we 

hope they leave with a deep sense of belonging—proud of who they are, proud to be 

part of our school family and excited for everything that lies ahead. 

 

This is the beginning of every child's journey. A journey of curiosity, of friendship, of 

discovery, of belonging. A journey where play has purpose, learning has meaning and 

every child is empowered to flourish. 
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